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Application/Control Number: 09/542,674 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2164 

Preliminary Notes: Claims 38-51 are now pending and have been entered. Due to an 
error in numbering the claims beginning after claim 44, the claims have been re-numbered. A 
copy of the re-numbered claims are included with this action. 

The claims obviously informal and have been examined in accordance with MPEP 

702.01. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 38-51 rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required by 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. 

The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or 
operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly and 
positively specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a manner as to 
present a complete operative device. The claim(s) must be in one sentence form only. Note the 
format of the claims in the patent(s) previously cited in the record. 

In general, the Markush type options are inconsistent. For example, in claim 1, the 
"positioning means" are means for holding the inflatable chambers in apertures. However, not all 
of the options recited as being possible positioning means actually are used for holding the 
chambers in the apertures. This is the most common problem occurring in these claims, but it 
occurs in all of the independent claims. 

Claims 38-51 would be allowable if re-written to overcome the rejections under 35 USC 
1 1 2, second paragraph. 

The examiner is willing to offer suggested claims to overcome these rejections. 
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